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To the Hon. Loren C. Bishop.
State Inginesr nd Interstate Stresma Commissioner.
Cheyemne, Wyoming.

Dear ¥r. Bishop:

On July 20th. 1942, I received e letter,dated July 17th. 1942,
written by the Hon. Eds He.Watson, Stete Inginesr of Utsh,sdvising
me of a2 meeting of Bummtfork Weter users to be held at the

Barnt Pork school house et 2100 p.me on July 22nd.1942,end
inviting nme to sttend the meseting,

Arriving et the plesce of meeting In due time and after smme
exchange of greetings mmong the assembly the meeting was calle &
to order by Mr. Watson,presiding,lir., Skeen,the Deputy Attormney
Genersl of Utah sect as S(mregar': end ¥Mr. Cotrell,Deputy
State “ngineer of Utah acting as advisor,there being In sttendemce
about 12 or 15 water users,whose msmes 1if required may be obtained
from Hr. ¥Yatsome

The meeting was primarily celled for the specific purpose of
appointing a Water Commlssioner to distibute the waters of
Pumtfork Cresk,smong the diversions within the Stato of Utsh,
in response %o a petition flled with the State Engineer of
Utsh by some of the waber users alaag Bumtfork Creek,s
tributary of Henry's Fork Creek.

Upon resding the petiblon by Mr., Wetson snd upon some discussien
upon the matter it was decided that the season having now

so far advenced 1% would be of 1little availl teo have a Waber
Commissioner during the remsinder of thils sesasom but thek
everything should be put in order so that s Comissiomer will
be adle €o eet during 1943.

It was therefore declded that each diversion shall be supplied
by proper headgate snd messuring device snd Mr.Watson suggested
that the parties diverting whithin the State of Utsh heve a
meet at which a cormittee be sppointed to sgree upon the
priority end smount of water each water user or company of
water users shall be entitled,ss most of the water rights in
this case ere not adjudicated,to which Mr.Skeen added thet
when the courts are called upon $o adjudicate the rights the
sgreement as to smount end prlority arrived at by the water users
will no doubt be used as a besis for sdJudicatlion,and I at once
ralsed the question ss to limit of smount of waber to which
each might lsy cleim to which gqueation I received only a very
terse,definite reply from Mr.Cotrell,"Beneficlsl Use" to which
reply my reaction was thet 1f the sald water users so seo £is
they csn divide the entire stresm flow among themselves without
regard ss to quentity or the requirements end rightas of water
users ;mu.n the State of Wyoming below the Utsh-Wyoming
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In the svent thet XHEX by such sgreement, thrm? lack of
sy spparant curb,excessive claims as to quantities used
beneficlally ere made snd the courss in edjudiceting such
rights should be gulded by such unjuat cleims 1t 1s obvious
that the waber users along Bumtfork diverting below the
Utsh=¥yoming State Line must cease to cperate altho thelr
priorities dete back as early as A,D.1871 egs in thils particuler
case the diversions within the State of Uteh from Buintfork
creek sutomatlcally become Sransmountsin diversions es I
opine 98 per oant of 2ll returm wabers will flow in %o
Birch Creek & tributery %o Hemry's Fork Croek.

Naturelly,all water users elong Burntfork Creek diverting
within the State Of Utsh,hwving no limits placed upon them,
will lay clalm to a1l the water they cen get,as for instamce,
when I stated that the Stass of Wyoming limits the use of
water to one Cu.”t. for seventy acres one of the Utah
irrigetors proclaimed that he has a twenty ascre trect on
which he uses that smount,and smong such claimants,noc doubt,
will be the waber users 1:-2'!3;1:1:13 Wyonming lends wnder
inter-state diversions In ch case we are agein confronted
with & conflict of the lgws of Utsh and Wyoming,we of
Wyoming being forced toptny waters In excess ol ome Cuelte
per second for seventy ecres as illegsl diversion snd to
compel the waber user to return sald excess waters to the
stresm from which divertel,when such waters emter the State
of Wyoming even tho in e ditch and legally diverted in Utshe

Under such proceedure the parties irrigsting lsads In Wyoming
under interstate diversions will have the excess wabers teken

fron them wheress thelr neighbors with whom the asgreement
wes completed willfSheir rights as claimed,fully setisfied.

Respectfully submltted,
Signeds Lo2r1/ C. Grocresr”

Emil C., Graderi.
Supsrintendent,Water Division Ho.4




